
GIVING
2017 - 2018



Giving
Why is it that when pastors raise the topic of giving, 
that is, financially supporting a parish, some folks get 
their noses out of joint? I mean, frankly, despite the 
fact that we are in the spiritual business, we exercise 
those other-worldly rituals in this world, and to do so 
effectively costs money!

I remember one time, when I was a college student, 
on a fixed income, I went for the day to the beach 
at the Jersey Shore. Perhaps I was feeling a little 
rambunctious that particular day and I complained 
to the person selling the tickets to get on the beach, 
which I thought was expensive, I said, "Why do we 
have to pay to go on the beach, after all, didn't God 
give it to us for free?" To which the person in the 
booth immediately replied, "Yes, son, but God doesn't 
clean or staff it!"  Point well received.

The same is true about today's parishes too! While 
it is never the focus of a parish, and certainly not our 
focus, there is the reality of the bills: salaries, benefits, 
insurance, gas and electric, payroll taxes, supplies, 
building maintenance, and the list goes on and on. 
That really shouldn't surprise anyone, because if you 
run a household or a business, large or small, you 
face the same expenses, BUT the difference is that 
the Church's expenses are greater because of older 
facilities, smaller congregations, and a general (and 
incorrect) attitude that the Church is rich.

Recently I read a story by Professor Charles Zech, 
an expert on Church management who teaches at 
Villanova, who wrote, 

...Catholics are notoriously low givers to their church. 
Survey after survey has established that Catholics 
contribute about half as much to their parish as 
Protestants contribute to their congregations (1.1 to 
1.2 percent of the household income for Catholics, 2.2 
to 2.5 percent for Protestant). To put this in context, 
if the typical Catholic household contributed at 
the same rate as the typical Protestant household 
(not necessarily tithing, just the same 2.2 percent of 
their income) US Catholic parishes would receive an 
additional $8 billion in contributions annually. Or to 
put it another way, each parish would see its annual 
contributions double.
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The sustainability of any parish depends on 
clearly-defined parameters. Being able to pay 
its bills and staff is one of them.
By Msgr Robert S Meyer

Professor Zech writes that low Catholic giving inhibits 
each parish's ability to provide a whole array of services 
that we have come to expect.

I like to think about it another way. When we go on 
vacation and stay in hotels, we know that they are 
categorized by the star system. Luxury hotels are 5 
star, Superior hotels are 4 star, Economy hotels are 
3 star, and so on. Clearly we know that if we want 
to stay in a 5 star hotel, it will cost us more, because 
more is provided and the experience is better. Well, 
if we want a 5 star parish with full service, we have to 
support more, we have to do more, otherwise we will 
have to cut back.

Our success here and in many places, unfortunately 
has rested on the shoulders of the few while the 
many watch and give minimally. Today, dropping 
a buck into the collection basket is really not doing 
one's part, of course unless there are extenuating 
circumstances. Think of the cost of a Starbuck's latte, 
a manicure, the movies, a haircut, a car wash, the tolls 
at the Lincoln Tunnel, etc. Isn't the parish deserving of 
at least the same consideration and support?

If we are to succeed well into the future and continue 
to give 5 star service, we need every working person 
to contribute one hour's wage. Clearly those 
unemployed, seniors on fixed incomes, and students 
have to alter the model a bit, but everyone must do 
his/her part. We cannot let the small few carry the 
large financial burden of our parish, nor can we live 
on the fumes of the past!

So the next time, I raise the need for (increased) 
giving don't get your nose out of joint, look up and 
see the lights on, look left and feel the heat or air 
conditioning and look forward and see the staffing 
— and remember that none of these are free.

In closing, please know of our gratitude for your 
commitment and should you ever have questions 
about our parish finances, please feel free to contact 
a member of the parish finance council, who 
oversees these matters, or feel free to contact me 
directly. Blessings and thanks!

Heavenly Father,

We give you thanks for the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit as we reflect on the Gospel 
call to exercise Christ’s stewardship on our 
journey of faith.

We ask you to guide us in our discernment 
and show us how to be faithful in the plans 
we make, the actions we take, and the love 
we share on our pilgrim way.

Give us the courage to find wisdom in our 
sacrifices, joy in our generosity, and hope in 
the compassion we show, especially to those 
most in need of your comfort and care.

Create in us a more open heart and a greater 
awareness of our need to grow, to change, to 
be transformed, so that we may be better 
stewards of your gifts for the good of all.

Amen.

Prayer of
Faithful Stewards
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Giving to the Church is part of your commitment 
as a parishioner. It is also through your donations 
that our parish can remain financially sustainable.

Contributing electronically
We encourage our generous parishioners to utilize eGiving as it alleviates our 
internal processing and contributes to a more predictable budget process. The 
parish uses FaithDirect for electronic donations. You can schedule automatic 
monthly donations and manage your payment methods and donation 
calendar with a minimum suggested monthly donation of $75. To register 
for electronic giving, go to faithdirect.net and securely enroll online with our 
parish code.

Contributing by envelopes
If you prefer to contribute by donation envelopes, please contact the parish 
offices and we will send you preprinted envelopes. Please make sure you 
always write the amount of your donation on the envelope and don't use tape 
or staples.

Contributing by anonymous cash in the basket
Parishioners who contribute anonymously are incapable of receiving tax 
receipts for the IRS, certifications to serve as Godparents, and do not qualify 
under the "support" requirements in fulfillment of other parish policies.

How much to give is a decision you should make in conscience. 
We recommend that each working parishioner in your 
household should give the equivalent of one hour of your 
income. To get a better idea of how much that represents, here 
is a scale based on a 40-hour week:

For instance, if your combined annual income is $75,000, you 
should aim to contribute at least $36 every week.

$300,000  $144
$250,000   $120
$200,000   $96
$150,000   $72
$125,000   $60
$100,000   $48
$75,000   $36
$50,000   $24
$25,000   $12
$15,000   $7

Annual income Hourly Wage

How to Give
Currently a portion of our collection is electronic: 
a simpler, safer and more predictable way for our 
parish to collect your contribution: 

It’s safer than checks or cash. It's more 
secure than giving by cash or check, both 
of which can get lost, stolen or mis-tracked. 
Online gifts through FaithDirect are secure 
and sent directly to the parish's bank 
account.

It creates faithful giving: recurring gifts 
help you make giving a priority. For the 
parish it makes income more predictable, 
budget planning an easier process and 
keeps giving consistent.

It reduces the administrative burden of 
the parish financial team. It eliminates the 
printing, mailing, processing and recording 
of donations of the envelope system. Faith 
Direct allows you to track your donations 
and access tax statements as any time.

Why Faith Direct is 
better than envelopes

ENROLLMENT 
Creating an account is simple. 
You can enroll online or by 
mail, so you can give to your 
church in a way that works 
best for you.

GIVING OPTIONS
Give to any collection offered 
by your church; choose 
your credit/debit card or a 
bank account for payment. 
Schedule monthly recurring 
gifts or make a one-time gift 
anytime.

ENROLL ONLINE TODAY AT
WWW.FAITHDIRECT.NET !

Ss Peter & Paul Parish Code: NJ627
St Lawrence Parish Code: NJ670
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DEVELOPED BY:
Fundraising Professionals (AFP)
Association for Healthcare Philanthropy (AHP)
Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE)
Giving Institute: Leading Consultants to Non-Profits

ORIGINALLY ENDORSED BY:
Independent Sector
National Catholic Development Conference (NCDC)
National Committee on Planned Giving (NCPG)
Council for Resource Development (CRD)
United Way of America

A Donor’s 
Bill of Rights

Giving should require a small sacrifice because a choice that 
you make without feeling its consequence does not truly 
demonstrate your commitment. At the same time, giving 
raises expectations on the parish who receives your gift. To 
ensure that donors and prospective donors can have full 
confidence in the parish that they are asked to support, we 
declare that all donors have these rights.

Legacy Fund
Aiming to secure the sustainability of parish ministries and outreach 
programs, the Legacy Fund provides funding for parish specific 
endeavors such as outreach programs, maintaining our buildings and 
enhancing ministries. The Legacy Fund is a restricted fund, meaning 
that 100% of the contributions received directly support the Church 
and are not subject to an Archdiocesan tax. Please consider letting 
others know of parish's importance to you at life's hallmarks, from a 
milestone birthday, anniversary or remembering a loved one.  Some 
parishioners have asked friends and family to donate to the Fund 
in lieu of flowers or gifts at important life moments. Donations are 
made by check (please include a note designating the donation to the 
Legacy Fund) or by donating via FaithDirect at www.faithdirect.net, 
using the parish code and choosing to donate to the Legacy Fund. For 
more information, please contact the parish office. Thank you for your 
generosity in making a gift or remembrance to the Legacy Fund.

Matching Gifts
Many employers offer employees the opportunity to make 
contributions to charitable organizations such as Ss Peter & Paul and 
St Lawrence through:

1. Payroll withholding deposited into the employer controlled trust 
account(s)
2. Credit card donations deposited into the employer's controlled trust 
account(s)
3. Personal checks paid to the employer's controlled trust account(s)
4. Matching gifts
5. Paid work days to serve as a volunteer

You may also designate The Waterfront Project, Inc (WFP) as your 
charity of choice. WFP is an independent nonprofit providing legal 
assistance to the underserved.

Securities
By giving appreciated securities that you have owned for more than 
a year, your charitable deduction is the fair market value of the 
securities on the day of the gift. Such gifts provide income tax savings 
and eliminate your capital gains tax liability.

Wills & Estates
The parish can be remembered in your Will while still providing for 
your loved ones. Suggested wording for such bequests is: I give the 
sum of $—— (or —— % of my estate) to the Church of ——, for its 
general purposes (or something more specific of your choosing).

Life Insurance
Consider naming Ss Peter and Paul Church or St Lawrence Church 
as the beneficiary or owner of a new life insurance policy or the 
beneficiary of an existing policy. For a young adult, the premium for 
purchasing a new policy is minimal, yet the lasting benefits to the 
parish are significant.

Retirement Plans
Consider naming the Church as the beneficiary or contingent 
beneficiary on your Beneficiary Designation of your retirement 
plan, IRA or 401(k). It's easy, requires no attorney or fee, and is tax 
advantageous.

Financial Information
The parish publishes the amount of the previous month's collection 
in The Handbook as well as on the website as the cumulated amount 
tallied against budgeted expenses. If you would like to discuss the 
financial situation of the parish in more details, please contact the 
Finance Council through the Parish Secretary. 

TO BE INFORMED of the parish mission, of the 
way the parish intends to use donated resources, and of 
its capacity to use donations effectively for their intended 
purposes.

TO BE INFORMED of the identity of those serving 
on the finance council, and to expect them to exercise 
prudent judgment in its stewardship responsibilities.2. 
TO HAVE ACCESS to the organization's most 
recent financial statements.3. 

4. 

10. 

1. 

TO RECEIVE appropriate acknowledgment and 
recognition.

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

TO BE INFORMED whether those seeking 
donations are volunteers, employees of the organization 
or hired solicitors.

TO EXPECT that all relationships with individuals 
representing organizations of interest to the donor will be 
professional in nature.

TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY for 
their names to be deleted from mailing lists that an 
organization may intend to share.

TO BE ASSURED that information about their 
donation is handled with respect and with confidentiality 
to the extent provided by law.

TO FEEL FREE to ask questions when making a 
donation and to receive prompt, truthful and forthright 
answers.

TO BE ASSURED their gifts will be used for the 
purposes for which they were given.

More Ways to Give
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As a parish,  Ss Peter & Paul and St Lawrence participate in collections 
to support actions of the Archdiocese of Newark and the Church 
in general. Our contribution to the Archdiocese is a mandatory 
assessment (ie a tax) representing a % of our annual collection 
and every month we must pay a specific amount. The monthly 
collection usually takes place on the first Sunday of the month, but 
you can contribute by envelope or Faith Direct at any time during 
the month. We also participate in external second collections each 
year. Those collection support outside works of the Church in mission 
cooperation, in Eastern Europe, Missions at Home, Communicating 
God’s Word, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day donations, retired priests, 
Peter’s Pence and more. When a disaster strikes, the Cardinal may 
also suggest additional collections. Those second collections should 
complement, not replace your offering to the parish.

Supporting the Church

Building and Grounds Committee
Meetings once per month
The building and grounds committee meets to discuss, initiate, and 
monitor large campus improvement projects which require outside 
contractors. Each scope of work has a volunteer coordinator who reports 
on the status of their assignment typically via email and/or at the 
meetings. Meetings are democratic and seldom last more than ninety 
minutes. Recent building committee efforts include the refinishing 
of the church doors, renovation of the church windows, church light 
conversion to energy efficient LED's, rectory facade facelift and new bird 
netting.  Additionally, the committee has taken long strides towards 
the complete replacement of the church and rectory heating/cooling 
systems.

The Finance Council
Meetings once per month
The Finance Council is a committee of parishioners devoted to reviewing 
the expenses and collections and financial overview of the parish.  
Decisions are made based upon the best interest of the parish.  Duties 
and Responsibilities include attending committee meetings as well as 
recapping meetings to discuss what can be done better and successes.

Fundraising & Stewardship Committee
4-6 meetings per year
The Fundraising and Stewardship Committee assists with brainstorming, 
planning and executing fundraisers as well as processing past 
fundraisers, on a yearly calendar.   Additionally the committee assists 
with identifying stewardship opportunities.  Extra time commitment 
will be asked of committee members as specific events take place.    

Oktoberfest - Ss Peter & Paul
Fall Festival - St Lawrence
1-2 meetings per month over 6 Months
These events promote community fellowship and are parish 
fundraisers. Parishioners volunteer to organize committees to 
encourage sponsors, raffle sales, event organization for kids 
village, food offerings, beer garden and overall event success.  

Gala Committee - Ss Peter & Paul
1-2 meetings per month over 6 months
The Gratitude Gala is the most significant parish fundraiser 
of the year and benefits a particular need in our community. 
Parishioners volunteer to organize committees to encourage 
sponsors, items for silent and live auction, event organization 
for registration and overall event success.

If you would like to offer a Mass for a living or 
deceased person or donate Altar Bread, Wine 

or flowers, please contact the parish office. The 
donation is $10 per Mass and a card can be sent 

on your behalf to the family of the intention. 

The donation for bread, 
wine or flowers is $25.

Did you know you can donate 
Bread & Wine or Altar Flowers?

Get Involved!
There are many opportunities to engage with the parish 
community.  Why not consider volunteering some time to 
actively participate at the parish? For additional information, 
please call the parish office.
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Basket E Giving

SPP/STL Archdiocese
Parish

Ministries

How it Works

What is a capital campaign? A capital campaign, by definition, is an intense effort on the part of a nonprofit 
organization to raise significant dollars in a specified period of time.  The monies raised usually fund a one-time need for the 
organization–in most cases having a building that meets the needs of the community served by the organization.

82% 18%

Significant Parish Projects Require Capital Campaigns

Church BELLS

ROOFReplacementChurch DOORS

HVAC
Replacement
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As we seek to invite Catholics into the understanding and 
practice of authentic stewardship, we often must begin by 
challenging long-held ideas and attitudes.

“…fundamentally the work of the Spirit in our lives. It is, 
ultimately, the pull and the power of the Gospel come alive in 
our times and circumstances.” (US Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter, 
Stewardship: A Disciple's Response)

“…passing on God’s love – understanding God’s love as manifest 
in every breath, birth to death, and everything sandwiched in 
between: all of creation, our families, our aptitudes, our talents, 
our treasures temporal and spiritual, everything.” (Colleen Smith, 
Catholic Stewardship – Sharing God's Gifts, 2001 Our Sunday Visitor 
Publishing)

 …the philosophy, the spirituality from which we, as people of 
God, live out our baptismal call to serve others and to serve God.

…a way of life, achieved through conversion of heart and mind, in 
which we recognize that all we have is a gift from our generous 
God, meant to be shared with others.

…not about something we do. It is about who we are, and Whose 
we are.

…an act of worship, not an act of obligation.

…simply putting our faith first each and every day.

Stewardship

By clearing away these misconceptions, we open room in the hearts 
and minds of parishioners to consider stewardship in a new, holistic 
way. There are many definitions of Christian stewardship, and each 
recognizes good stewardship as a faith response.

Misconceptions About Stewardship

It’s only about getting more money by any 
method possible.

It’s a program we “do” once a year.

It’s the Pastor’s responsibility.

Don’t we have a committee for that?

We’ve already tried that – and it doesn’t work.

It’s a quick fix that can solve all of our problems 
- and we only have to “do” it once!

My church is composed of people like me.

I help make it what it is.

It will be friendly, if I am.

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.

It will do great work, if I work.

It will make generous donations to many causes,

if I am a generous giver.

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship,

if I invite and bring them.

It will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith,

and a church with a noble spirit,

if I, who help make it what it is,

am filled with these same things.

Therefore, with the help of God,

I shall dedicate myself to the task of BEING

all the things I want my church to be.

AMEN.

My Church
A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

Stewardship is . . .




