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i n  m e m o r i a m

Having just returned from the Mass of Resurrection for our dear 
brother, Father Michael Guglielmelli and his sisters Dora and Shirley, I 
am filled with emotion.  No doubt, today we buried one of Hoboken’s 
giants!  Although small and humble in stature, Michael and his dear 
family served our Catholic and larger Hoboken community with the 
generosity of legion.
 
From the moment I got the call informing me of the fatal accident and 
his tragic death, we saw many pull together in prayer, in remembrance 
and in service – all reacting to the life of a man who embodied the 
principles of the Gospel in the spirit of St Francis of Assisi.

Over these last days I saw real faith in action by the staff and 
volunteers at St Francis, who despite their own loss and grief, worked 
tirelessly and generously to welcome, feed, and console the countless 
hundreds who came, called and shared their last respects for the man 
and his family they loved so dearly.

Listening to the vigil and funeral homilies of Fr Chris and Monsignor 
Andreano, both reflecting on Fr Michaels’ life and the role his family 
played in his faith, I was again reminded of my call to be a better 
pastor here in your midst, and how each of us is called to conform our 
lives more closely to that of the life of Jesus. 

Fr Michael’s ability to embody the words of Matthew 25, where the 
hungry were fed, the thirsty were given drink, the naked were clothed, 
and those imprisoned, especially by addiction found comfort, 
peace and healing in his ministry, continue to be inspirational.   His 
encouragement to all to live “one day at a time” and his reminder at 
countless funerals that we never say “good bye, only so long, for now” 
will forever resonate in people’s hearts.

At each mass we were also reminded to pray for the young man who 
in the automobile accident caused these deaths because “Fr Michael 
would want us also to pray for him.”

We will continue to pray for the Guglielmelli and Gallina families and 
the family at St Francis, whose big hearts are broken by this tragedy. 
Our faith tells us that for those who believe, life is changed, not 
ended.  I pray that those words find root and provide comfort to so 
many who these days are at loss.

And a final word of thanks, again not only to Fr Chris and the staff and 
volunteers at the little Church with the big heart for their generous 
love, but also to Mayor Zimmer and our elected officials, Chief 
Ferrante and the Hoboken Police Department, Tommy Molta and 
the Hoboken Volunteer Ambulance Corps, and so many others who 
in big and small ways gave above and beyond not only to ensure our 
safety but to preserve the dignity of ceremony in the tragic passing of 
these three beautiful people.

May they rest in peace!

Dear Parishioners:
Fr Michael Guglielmelli:  
A Tribute to His Family 
and Priesthood

Monsignor Bob Meyer

The Beautiful Hands of a Priest
We need them in life's early morning,

we need them again at its close;

We feel their warm clasp of friendship,

we seek them when tasting life's woes.

At the altar each day we behold them,

and the hands of a king on his throne

Are not equal to them in their

greatness; their dignity stands all alone;

And when we are tempted and wander

to pathways of shame and sin,

It's the hand of a priest that will absolve

us----not once, but again and again;

And when we are taking life's partner,

other hands may prepare us a feast,

But the hand that will bless and unite

us is the beautiful hand of a priest.

God bless them  and keep them all holy

For the Host which their fingers caress;

When can a poor sinner do better than

to ask Him to guide thee and bless?

When the hour of death comes upon us

may our courage and strength be 

increased.

By seeing raised over us in anointing the

beautiful hands of a priest!

Author Unknown



a n n o u n c e m e n t s

VIEW YOUR PHOTOS!  
Photos by Marie Papp   

1. Cardinal Tobin Event at St Anns  Photos now available for 
viewing! Take some time to relive the special memories from 
the  website. Your favorite photos can be easily ordered with 
your credit card in a highly secure purchasing environment. 
Please save this e-mail to quickly access this website, as it 
contains your unique event information. Please visit http://
www.enjoyphotos.com, and fill in the following information:  
Username: Cardinal Tobin  Password: 4743

2.  Confirmation  Photos now available for viewing! Take some 
time to relive the special memories from the  website. Your 
favorite photos can be easily ordered with your credit card 
in a highly secure purchasing environment. Please save 
this e-mail to quickly access this website, as it contains 
your unique event information. Please visit http://www.
enjoyphotos.com, and fill in the following information: 
Username: Confirmation Password: 4743

3. First Communion  Photos now available for viewing! Take 
some time to relive the special memories from the  website. 
Your favorite photos can be easily ordered with your credit 
card in a highly secure purchasing environment. Please 
save this e-mail to quickly access this website, as it contains 
your unique event information.  Please visit http://www.
enjoyphotos.com, and fill in the following information:  
Username: St Lawrence Password: 4743

k e e p i n g  t h e  f a i t h

Registration is now open for 2017-18! 

Rates go up July 1 
to $300 per family, register today! 

s t l w e h a w k e n . c o m / f f
YOUTH MINISTRY 101
The Archdiocese of Newark Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
announces YOUTH MINISTRY 101!  A FREE Summer Formation Series for all 
those adults that currently volunteer or work in Youth Ministry OR for those 
that would like to!  Thursday July 13th -  Youth Ministry 101 (Renewing the who? 
Components of What?); Thursday July 20th - Program Organization, Safety and 
Administration in Youth Ministry; Thursday July 27th - Organizing Volunteers 
and Teen Leaders for Ministry; Thursday August 3rd - Putting together a 
Calendar and Facilitating Meetings; Thursday August 10th - Icebreakers and 
Fundraising; Thursday August 17th - Organizing Prayer and Retreat Experiences.  
All sessions will be from 7:30 to 9:30pm at the Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center 
499 Belgrove Drive, Kearny.  Visit www.newarkoym.com to register. Registration 
now Open! 

SUMMER BASKETBALL PROGRAM AT RUTGERS!
Rutgers University-Newark will be running its 17th Annual Summer 
BASKETBALL Program for children ages 6-17.  The program is July 10-14, July 
17-21, July 24-28, and July 31- August 4, 2017 from 8:30am -4:00 pm  We offer 
early drop off and late pick up Free of Charge.  The cost for one week is only 
$160.  Discount rates if you attend more than one week.  For more information/
brochure please call Joe Loughran at 973.353.1483.

GRACE IN THE LGBT COMMUNITY
Following the lead of Cardinal Joseph Tobin, Our Lady of Grace/St Joseph Church, 
Hoboken, invites members of the Hoboken, Jersey City and North Hudson LGBT 
community to a meeting on Monday, July 10, 2017, to talk about how the Catholic 
Church can minister more effectively to the LGBT community.  The meeting will 
run from 7:30 to 9 PM in the air-conditioned choir room of the church.  There is 
a ramp, handicapped entrance and a garden entrance.  There is limited parking 
in the Willow Ave lot.  Parents and family of the LGBT community are invited.  
Please spread the word.  Registration is not required but you may send an e-mail to 
Fr Alex Santora: padrealex@yahoo.com with comments or indication of attendance.  
Address is 400 Willow Ave, Hoboken.  For more info, call 201-659-0369.

Faith Formation Save the Date 
Fall Festival will be held September 17

Thank you for our volunteers for a fun 
Family and Friends Night!

Eileen Turner
Filomena Kappock

Carmela Facchini
Doris Mulvaney 

Carol McLaughlin
Cathy Marchetti
Pearl Thompson

See photos 
on our parish 

Facebook page!




